2026 Thedford Alumni Association Banquet Minutes
Date: June 20, 2026
“Theme this year is “Patriotism”
Officers
President Cathy (Kenton) Williams (1972)
Vice President – Alee (Ewoldt)Tucker (1963)
Past President Connie (Edelman) Elliott (1961)
Secretary/Treasurer Willis (Bill) Hardy (1962)
Doors opened at 4 pm with registration and social hour, with snacks and drinks provided.
Registered for banquet 45 alumni from 19 different classes and 10 guests, oldest class attending is 1947.

Alumni from Honor Classes attending are: Every 10 years and after 40 years every 5 years
Honor Classes attended
None from the Class of 1916, 1921, 1926, 1931, 1936, 1941 1946,
Class 1951 Dee Hickman, Joellen (Loudon) Phillips
Class 1956 Gary Lynch
Class 1961 Connie (Edelman) Elliott
Class 1966 Tom Hamilton, Dick Lesher, Terry Moran, Wayne Elliott, Michael Wernke,
Diane (Figard) Andersen, Twyla (Losh) Witt, Roberta (Oatman) Lesher, Barbara (Johnston) Boyer, Joe Nutter
Class 1971 Marian (Miles) Nutter
Class 1976 Robert Steele, Brad Nutter, Jim Purdum, Scott Hamilton, Twyla (Gallino), Denise (Figard) Hoesing, Wyatt Barnes, Julie (Harrell) Koss, Janny (Robinson) Brown, Marlyn Neal, Danny Hodges
Class 1981 none
Class 1986 John Ogle, Deon Danials, Gary Reiser, Tracy (Smith) Mumford, Leslie (Bryant) Bryant
Class1996 Nadine (Licking) Huffman, Brook (Haumann) Huffman
Class 2006 Chance Kovarik
Class 2016 and Class 2026 none
Other Classes attended
Class 1947 Doris (Hickman) Myers oldest Alumni attending
Class 1954 Carol (Ewoldt) Dubes1955 Rosalyne (Ewoldt) Condos, 1959 Bill Elliott, Merry (Ewoldt) Jones, 1962 Una Mae (Jameson) Clausen, John Warren, Joe Buecher, Evelyn (Phillips) Elliott, Bill Hardy, 1963 Jessica (Paxton) Warren, 1967 Dean Figard, 1970 Cindy (Mercer) Olson, Mary Alice (Dugger) Curtis,1970 Sydney (Loudon) Mickelson, 1972 Cathy (Kenton) Williams, 1975 Dwight Maseberg,1984 Richard Stevens, 1987 Sylvia Mintle, Teacher Ken Clausen

Secretary/Treasurer Bill Hardy gave a financial report.
Treasure Report
This is the financial report for 2025
Finance Report
Treasure Report for 2025 year.
Starting Bank balance was 	    $3,294.77
Deposits	 		    $4475.07
Ending Balance	 	    $2815.96
Ended with Profit/(Loss)	    $ (478.81)
Expenses			    $4953.88



The Association ended the year with a decrease of $478.81for the year 2025. The check for the deposit of $250 for the gym key will be destroyed if there is no damage to the gym or kitchen. Thanks for the many donations.
The gym key deposit check of $250 was destroyed, so increase of $56.70

Raffle amount of profit to be applied to 2025 scholarship 		$250
Scholarship was given in fall of 2025   				$500
The Association have received several donations with their due’s payment, thanks to all who donated and renewed their dues. Also have received money as memorial for a member who have passed away, if you have a suggestion on how we should recognize that person, let the committee know.

Bill Hardy, gave a secretary report
Registered for banquet 46 alumni from 20 different classes and 31 guests, oldest class attending is 1947.
This year 179 newsletters were sent out, and many had returned, and they were mailed with new addresses.
Emailed to honor classes that we had email address, to get updated information, working on doing more by email, so if you have an email address, please provide it by emailing your information to thedfordalumni@gmail.com.

The association has a web site. It has a lot of information and history about Alumni. Anyone can have access to it. It also has a PayPal button available which can be used to pay for banquets, dues, and donations for scholarships. Several have taken advantage of that. I encourage you to visit the website and email to thedfordalumni@gmail.com to provide information and updates, this way I have a copy. I try to keep reports of anyone that passed away, by emails and newspapers, and word of mouth.  If you have suggestions of what to add to the website let me or Meriel know.

The Association supported the school by having a sign made displaying the 2 State Champion teams and this year provide 3 scholarships, and 4 tables.

The Veterans were honored by Bill Hardy
Honor Veterans 2026 Banquet
Tonight, we want to honor the living American veterans.
All veterans we asked to come to the front.  Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force and Marines.
Each Veteran was asked to state his name, branch of service, rank and where he served.
Connie had a gift to thank each for his service.
Then Veterans who have passed were honored by playing TAPS.
A picture was taken of the 13 Veterans in attendance.

The following is from:
Thomas County Herald Article 2026,
published Thursday, August 6, 2026,
Story By: Cathy Williams
The 2026 Thedford Alumni Banquet was well attended at the Thedford High School gymnasium. The theme was "Patriotism." Board members were dressed as 1700 Patriots. Bill Hardy was George Washington, Connie Elliott was Martha Washington, Cathy Williams tried to dress as Thomas Jefferson. Sylvia Mintle was here to support all of us. Our number one helper Alee Ewoldt was not able to attend because of a fall earlier in the month. We hope she is recovering well. The gym was decorated with red, white, and blue flowers. Small wooden blocks that were red, white and blue with a flag placed in the top of each was placed at every seating.
The program began with a special meal made by our favorite caterer Reta Teahon from the Double TT restaurant in Halsey. Roast beef, chicken breast, and pork slices with baked potato, green beans, corn, and a dinner salad. It was followed with a star designed doughnut and two bar desserts and iced tea, coffee and Sandhills water. Connie led us with the blessing of the meal.

The Senior Seniors, 1951 graduates were seated at a table that had a 250 anniversary of the USA celebration covering the table. Doris Hickman was in attendance, and she was the oldest alumni present.
Cathy welcomed alumni members. Introduction of the board members was acknowledged. We started with singing "America the Beautiful," Cathy then asked if there were any birthdays or anniversaries. We recognized attending teachers. Mr. Clausen was the only teacher. Alumni were asked to stand if any of their children graduated from Thedford High and there were several.

Businesses donating door prizes were Sandhill Oil, Ewoldt Grocery, Thedford Lumber and Supply, Sandhill Corral Restaurant, Anthem Coffee, Williams Upholstery, the Historical Society and Socks Garage. Door prizes were drawn throughout the evening.

[image: ][image: ]The banner constructed by Terry Elliott and Bill Elliott is located in front of the Thedford Historical Society building honoring the girls state track team in 1971 and the boys football team Class D won in 2023.
The honor classes that were recognized was conducted by a classmate: 2016 - 10 years, 2006 - 20 years, 1996 - 30 years, 1986 - 40 years, 1976 - 50 years, 1971 - 55 years, 1966 - 60 years, 1961 - 65 years, 1956 -70 years, and 1951 - 75 years.

We had the opportunity to receive information from Kaycee Hoffman about a story about the creation of the ice cream sandwich. The creator was at one time a teacher at Thedford High School.[image: ]

The scholarship fund drive was a great success. The prizes were an Allegiance Flag made in the [image: ]USA and four military designed caps. Mrs. Helen White won the flag. Winners of the caps were Twyla Witt, Tom Hamilton, Russ DeNaeyer, and Allen Boyer. We were able to give three $250 dollar scholarships to seniors Whitley Rasmussen who plans to attend Hasting College to train as a elementary teacher, Brooklyn DeNaeyer who plans to attend Chadron State College studying biology and chemistry, and Ethan Rabou going to Laramie County Community College studying farm and ranch management. We wish all three great success.

[image: ][image: ]We honored our military people in attendance. They gave their name, rank, what service they were in and where they were stationed. Special gifts were given to them and a photo was taken. We thanked them for their service. We then honored the alumni who have passed on and the military people who have also passed on. Taps were played to honor all service people whom made the sacrifice to keep us [image: ]free here in the United States. Memorial candles were lit in honor of an of these individuals.

Financials and the budget was presented by Bill Hardy. He does a great job with the income and expenses. did ask that someone consider taking an interest in learning the finances from Bill so he can retire. Meriel adds that if anyone wants to take over the website, she is willing to fill them in on that.  For the Alumni to continue we need some people to assist.

Suggestions for the next alumni would be appreciated including decorations, a theme, songs/skit, etc.
We closed with "God Bless America." Thank you to all who attended and helped clean up. It was very much appreciated.


Minutes submitted by
Willis (Bill) Hardy
Secretary/Treasurer
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